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| President-elect Nixon has fo :
owed an example set eight yearf-
ago by John F. Kennedy and ha
announced that the directors of th
Federal Bureau of Intelligence an
of the Ceniral Infelligence Agen
will continue in their present pos
in the new administration. THe.
FBI director, of course, is the sanje
J. Edgar Hoover whom Mr, Kep- 1
nedy kept in office. The CIA chipf }
in: 1960 was Allen W. pulfes; thefe -
has been a turnover in that offife ,
cand the present director is Richafd *
'Helms. !
l‘ Mr. Kennedy’s action eight yedrs.
‘ago, and now Mr. Nixon's, undgr-? 1
scores the point that these tfvo
security posts are, and should e, ‘
nonpolitical and hence should: fot !
' necessarily follow’ the politi hal | i
‘colomtlon of each administratipn. 1
Mr. Hoover, indeed, has been|in
‘Toffice so many years—since 19—
that he has long since risen appve
:the’ two-party system. It was pn-
'thinkable, for many practical
 sons, that Mr, Nixon would wa
vreplace him now. But Mr. Ho erj
)wxll be 74 on January 1 and cpms
e I ‘ mon sense Suggests that the gpes--
tmn of his replacement must oon
il be considered. _
i Mr. Helms, so far as the ) bhc
| knows has_done his work well at ;'
|-the CIA. The principal guide] the]
public has to go on is that hefhas | 1
kept out of the headlines -and out : ]
f the range of the television: t
r{mcrophones, as the clnef of the ‘
~CIA should. He is spoken f in | J
+Washmgton as a professiondl ~of {
hlgh competence a judgment. in{x
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